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Commemorating Men and Women’s Month Speakers
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In light of the high incidents of gender based violence and abuse of women in society, MEC Ravi Pillay and HOD Simiso 
Magagula recognise the need to include men in forums where matters pertaining to women are discussed.  Empowered 
men on gender issues play an important role in finding solutions to challenges faced by women in society. As a result, 
Provincial Treasury’s Men’s Month (July) is celebrated in August to coincide with the commemoration of Women’s Month.  

To honour the month of women, the MEC treated employees to a celebratory event that included Treasury men. Several 
external speakers were invited to discuss topics on health, beauty, gender-based violence and lifestyle. These topics were 
inherent to both women and men.

Mrs Sinikiwe Biyela is the Director of LifeLine Pietermaritzburg - a Social Worker by 
profession. She has 18 years experience working in the field of gender-based violence. 

In her broad and packed presentation, Mrs Biyela covered the importance of male 
circumcision, surviving rape and addressing the topic of reproductive health with 
children. Her journey includes  starting   gender-based   violence   programmes   
aimed at preventing new incidents, HIV infection and assisting women to recover 
from their traumatic experiences. 

Depression, anxiety and stress have taken centre stage since a 
significant rise in reported cases of people struggling with these conditions. 

To shed light on the topic, Dr. Velile Radebe – a medical doctor for over 10 years, 
spoke to Provincial Treasury employees on how to identify the condition, seek help 
and develop coping mechanisms. 

Dr. Radebe is the owner and Director of Capital Medical Centre, PMB. She attends 
to rape victims at Thuthuzela Care Centre. She is the founder of Okwethu Health 
Foundation which is a non-profit organisation aimed at targeting female cancers.

Ms. Lungile Zuma is the Director of Lungi’s Beatz. Her talk dwelled on 
techniques and effective application of  make-up. She also gave a 
mini face beat demonstration to a lucky volunteer from the audience.   

Miss Zuma is a qualified beautician and massage therapist. She 
has worked in retail for 15 years for different cosmetic houses.

People with severe skin and hair damage are now turning to aesthetic 
medicine to  improve their appearance. Speaking on the topic, Dr. Bongiwe 
Msimang explained options available for patients seeking a variety of treatments. 

Dr Msimang is the owner and resident doctor of Zuri Medical Aesthetics where they 
offer aesthetic treatment to numerous conditions. 

Mrs. Mbali Dlamini, brand manager of a leading oil company gave a
motivational talk on how to treat a home as a sacred place.  “Arrange 
furniture neatly. Fix those broken door handles. Grease those hinges. 
Decorate your home to make it your paradise-on-earth,” she said. 
She emphasised the importance of self-rewarding and taking good care of oneself. 

Mrs Dlamini is a thriving business woman who co-owns SMPL Creations - an events 
management company and RAIN a company that sells baby products. 
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Provincial Cabinet OSS in Harry Gwala District
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Finance MEC Ravi Pillay accompanied by Neli Shezi, the 
acting HOD at the Department of Agriculture, and other 
senior officials from various government departments 
visited Ward 3 in Kokstad as part of Operation Sukuma 
Sakhe (OSS). 

All members of the provincial executive were 
descended on various wards within the Greater Kokstad 
Municipality where they interacted with community 
members and listened to their concerns regarding a 
variety of issues including those related to service delivery. 

As part of the programme, MEC Pillay visited the 
Kokstad Water Treatment plant where he was 
given a presentation about plans to increase the 
output from the facility. MEC then joined municipal traffic
officers at a roadblock where the officers also 
showcased the new technology recently purchased 
by the municipality.

The technology helps the municipality to track drivers 
with outstanding traffics fines. It has already helped the 
municipality to collect fines worth R70 000 in its first month 
of operation.

The visit culminated with a community 
meeting at Sayidi FET College where the MEC and 
local councillors interacted with residents and students. 

MEC Pillay assured those in attendance 
that all the concerns raised during the 
visit by the provincial government were to be followed 
through and that those which were not a provincial 
competence will be referred to the relevant national 
departments.

Water scarcity,poor maintenance of the TVET, lack of jobs 
were some of the problems that were raised by the community 
during MEC’s community engagement in Ward 3. 

MEC Pillay at the Kokstad Water Treatment  Works
MEC Pillay and HOD Shezi at the  Hagan Place mini power 
substation

MEC Pillay with officer Nene from the Kokstad traffic department Students showcased their work at the Esayidi TVET college
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HOD Donates Computers To A Primary School Focused On Extra-Curricular Skills Training
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A poor Durban school’s ambition to offer computer 
lessons to its pupils received a much needed boost 
when HOD, Simiso Magagula, donated 10 computers to 
the school.

The donation of the computers to Windy Heights Primary 
school in Malukazi near Isipingo came as the primary 
school is piloting an array of skills-based and extra-
curricular subjects aimed at ensuring the holistic 
development of the 1600 pupils enrolled at the school. 
These subjects include home economics, computer 
lessons, sign language, arts, craft, drama lessons and 
piano lessons.

Mr. Magagula said the handover of the computers 
was part of the provincial government’s Operation 
Sukuma Sakhe (OSS), a programme aimed at
 lending a helping hand to poor communities across 
KZN. Apart from Windy Heights Primary, other schools 
in the province have also been beneficiaries of similar
 donations. 

“We are trying to give effect to the programme of 
government which is about the fourth industrial 
revolution. You cannot talk fourth industrial revolution if 
you cannot strengthen computer literacy of the young 
ones. We are hopeful that the school will look after these 
computers,” Mr. Magagula said.

School principal Thembekile Makhanya said although 

it remains a mainstream school offering mainstream 

subjects, the school wanted to be a pioneer in 

various fields. As the school celebrates 30 years, this 

year, Mrs. Makhanya has already started defining the 

next phase. 

She is hopeful that, with the help of sponsors, the school 

will realise its dream of creating four smart classrooms 

next year. She said the donation of the computers was 

a welcome gesture as it fits into the plans of the school 

to ensure that apart from academic development it 

also equips its learners with various skills. 

“As a primary school we want to introduce skills 

training. We are in this term piloting some of the skills in 

the school because we want to expand the choice of 

careers for the kids. We have looked at the curriculum 

of special schools and we want to do it here,”

Makhanya said. 

HOD Simiso Magagula continues to make remarkable changeS to the lives of many children. He donated 10 computers to Windy 
Heights Primary school in Malukazi. 
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KZN Government Welcomes The Signing of the Procurement Principles 
Agreement of the Zulti South Projects Between RBM and the King Cetshwayo 
District Communities

KwaZulu-Natal Government has applauded mining 
firm, Richards Bay Mineral and its four host traditional 
authorities for reaching and signing the procurement 
principles agreement of the Zulti South Project.

The agreement comes shortly after the compa-
ny’s R6.5 billion investment in the Richards Bay area 
announced in April. The agreement will also see 
maximum beneficiation for the community in a 
number of key projects by the mining firm 
which was South Africa’s biggest tax payer. 
The agreement also puts an end to 
protracted impasse between the 
mining company and the host communities. 

KwaZulu-Natal Finance MEC Ravi Pillay, who 
represented the provincial government at the signing 
of the agreement, said the government was pleased 
that all parties have finally been able to find each
other. “We gather to day to sign this historic 
investment of $463million into Richards Bay Minerals (RBM) 
because these negotiations have borne fruit,” said 
MEC Pillay. He added that one of the risks that big
business make is to not take the host 
communities on board. He said it was critical to 
continue engagement. 

MEC Pillay said as government they were also fully aware 
that tense and  protracted but honest negotiations have 
taken place between RBM and the Traditional Councils of 
the host communities to finalise the agreement. 

“Today’s signing is a breakthrough and a reaffirmation 
of the values of negotiations and peaceful coexistence 
between investors and the host communities. The Official 
signing today follows the Board of Rio Tinto’s approval 
of the next stage in the development of RBM in South 
Africa. This involves the construction of the Zulti South 
project that is meant to sustain current capacity and 
also extend the life of the RBM mine,” said MEC Pillay.   

The Provincial Government believes that 
the Zulti South project is one of the best 
undeveloped minerals sand deposits in the 
industry, and will significantly extend RBM’s 
position as a world-class, first-quartile asset. “It is also 
our view that the long-term fundamentals of the 
market are strong, and that production from 
Zulti South will fill a widening supply gap, and 
ensure RBM’s position as a leader in the sector while 
delivering strong returns to shareholders,” said MEC Pillay.

MEC Ravi Pillay represented the provincial government at the 
signing of the agreement

MEC Ravi Pillay seen with Mr. Martin Mbuyazi, Administrator of 
the Traditional Council
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A Poverty-stricken household that survives on an elderly woman’s meagre pension, a group of elderly women and a 
youth Co-operative received an early Christmas from KZN Finance MEC Ravi Pillay and HOD Simiso Magagula. 

MEC Pillay brought gifts, donations, business advice and support during his visit to Dukuduku where he 
celebrated Women’s Month with community members. The MEC’s visit to the area was prompted by high levels of 
unemployment and poverty identified in that area and is in line with the government’s commitment to improve lives.

MEC Pillay also used the opportunity to encourage a culture of entrepreneurship among the youth 
in the area. To achieve this, he donated five sewing machines and an overlocker to the Janitor 
Co-operative – an enterprise run by young people. “This donation is a necessary intervention to assist these young 
people who create employment opportunities for themselves and whose initiative helps uplift the local 
economy,” the MEC said. MEC Pillay added: “One of the key things we identified in this province is to work hard to 
encourage economic development, create jobs, preach entrepreneurship and further create a conducive environment 
for investment”. 

Chairperson of Janitor Co-operative, Mhlonipheni Mfeka, said the cooperative’s vision is to create jobs for the youth 
and to become a household name in KwaZulu-Natal in the area of upholstery, sewing and carpentry. “We are grateful 
to MEC Pillay for his assistance and his commitment to continue to guide us on how we need to develop our business,” 
concluded Mfeka

The MEC then visited an impoverished family of six at Khula village. The family relies on the pension of 
Gogo Janet Ndlovu for survival. During his visit, Pillay donated groceries and electronic appliances to the 
family. Pillay also showered elderly women at Khula Nomathiya Community Hall with winter blankets and 
walking sticks. Addressing the community, MEC Pillay said one of the challenges identified by government in the 
Mkhanyakude area is water scarcity adding that the provincial government is assisting the district 
municipality to address this problem.

MEC Brings Women’s Month  Joy In Dukuduku, Near St. Lucia

MEC Pillay brought gifts, donations, business advice and support during his visit to Dukuduku where he 
celebrated Women’s Month with community members
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Make Every Rand Count And Accounted For!

MEC Ravi  Pillay says Provincial Treasury will strive to 
ensure that every rand counts and that every rand in the 
public purse is accounted for.

MEC Pillay said this while speaking at the KZN
Legislature in Pietermaritzburg as he tabled the 
Provincial  Treasury’s 2019/20 Budget of R722 million.

In the current financial year, MEC Pillay said, more 
focus will be placed on how the province’s limited 
financial resources are managed given the sluggish growth 
of the economy and budget cuts. “We can only make 
every rand count if we cut wastage, root out 
corruption and improve governance in all our departments, 
municipalities and public entities. This therefore means 
we have to ensure that we get value for money in terms 
of goods and services we procure,” said MEC Pillay.

Speaking frankly, MEC said the economic 
difficulties the country faces means that “the 
budgets we have are not enough to 

accomplish, all at once, the many things we need to do”. 
He then added: “Thus, this enjoins us as the Provincial 
Treasury to be even more vigilant in exercising our 
role as the guardian of the public purse. It also means 
we have to be imaginative and creative in the 
manner in which we spend our limited resources.”

MEC Pillay also announced that the 
Provincial Treasury is in the process of establishing a 
specialised unit which will ensure the 
implementation of the Preferential Procurement 
Regulations of 2017. The unit will vet specifications 
of bids over R5million for all departments to ensure 
“general legal compliance and advancement of 
Radical Economic Transformation in the Province”.

The MEC said the recruitment is currently underway. 
The Provincial Treasury will continue to provide SCM-
related support to departments, municipalities and 
public entities that are found to be in distress, he added.

Provincial Treasury’s focus in the 2019/20 financial year will firstly be directed towards the following

 fundamentals:

• Embed internal controls and processes addressing audit matters within departments, Municipalities and Entities 

    whilst ensuring long term sustainability of audit improvements and successes;

• Take effective steps toward the elimination of fraud and corruption in government;

• Ensure transparent and fair Supply Chain Management (SCM) practices.  Focus on the enhancement 

    of broad-based Black Economic Empowerment (B-BBEE) through effective SCM policies;

• Ensure on-budget spending (in all departments) through effective in-year monitoring of expenditure and sound

   cash management;

• Maintain the present positive provincial cash position;

• Enhance support to municipalities and public entities to encourage prudence in financial 

    management; and

• Provide further assistance to departments, public entities and municipalities  to unlock stagnant infrastructure 

   projects.

MEC Ravi Pillay tabled a R722 million Provincial Treasury budget at the Legislature MEC is congratulated by Mr. Super Zuma
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Vote 6 Allocations Per Programme  

Programme 1: Administration – R220.209 Million (Up From R192.377 Million In 2018/19)
 
The increase of 14% in the allocation is mainly due to a specific Treasury intervention allocation for the 
SCM intervention in Health. In May 2017, the Provincial Executive resolved that Provincial Treasury was to 
implement a Section18(2) (g) intervention at the Department of Health. This allocation is under the 
Management Services (HOD).

Programme 2: Sustainable Resource Management – R47.641 Million (Up From 2018/19 Appropriation Of R40.657 
Million)

The main purpose of Programme 2 is to effectively manage and monitor the provincial fiscal resources and 
budget processes. Ensuring fiscal stability in the province is a key outcome to be achieved by closely monitoring 
departmental revenue and expenditure in order to ensure on-budget spending.

Public Finance: Public Finance will continue to engage National Treasury and ensure that the province gets its 
fair share of nationally raised funds and this includes participating in the revision of the provincial equitable share 
formula and its components.

Infrastructure and Economic Analysis: This unit provides guidance to all departments that implement 
infrastructure projects. This includes guidance in terms of planning, budgeting and implementation of their 
infrastructure plans. This unit also houses the Infrastructure Crack Team responsible for assisting departments, public 
entities and municipalities in the delivery of infrastructure projects, with a focus on those projects that experience 
blockages or slow implementation.

Programme 3: Financial Governance – R223.541 Million  (Up From R209.602 Million In 2018/19)

Accounting Services Sub-Programme: The increase in budget in this programme is due to specific 
funding of R10 million allocated to the Accounting Services sub-programme to continue providing 
support to municipalities and municipal entities on the implementation of the Municipal Regulations on Standard 
Chart of Accounts (mSCOA). The main purpose of this programme is to ensure that all the financial management 
systems and processes utilised in the province lend itself to the effective and efficient management of the 
province’s resources.

Supporting and Interlinked Financial Systems Sub-Programme: This sub-programme continues to provide support 
for financial systems in the province. The sub-programme remains committed to provide optimal protection to both 
BAS and Persal transversal systems thus mitigating any financial loss to the province. The use of the Biometric Access 
Control System (BACS) has significantly strengthened the integrity of our financial system.

Reducing Irregular Expenditure: The teams managing the sub-programmes of Accounting 
Services, Supply Chain Management and Norms and Standards, will take proactive steps to ensure 
that timely interventions are in place to mitigate the possibility of negative audit opinions, irregular and 
fruitless and wasteful expenditure. These units will be instrumental in the implementation of National Treasury 
Instruction Note No. 2 of 2019/2020 which further regulates irregular expenditure for institutions subject to the PFMA 
as set out in the Irregular Expenditure Framework.

“The eighth consecutive clean audit of Vote 6 and the Provincial 
Revenue Fund bear testimony to our commitment and adherence to 

sound financial management prescripts.”
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Vote 6 Allocations Per Programme  

Provincial Supply Chain Management Unit: The Provincial SCM Unit is exploring avenues of policy 
enablers to further the imperative of Radical Economic Transformation. Provincial Treasury is in the process of 
establishing a specialised unit for ensuring the implementation of the Preferential 
Procurement Regulations (PPR) of 2017. The recruitment process is currently underway. This unit 
will aim to vet specifications of bids over R 5 million for all departments to ensure general legal 
compliance and advancement of the Radical Economic Transformation strategy of the province. 

Provincial Treasury will continue to provide SCM related support to departments, 
municipalities and public entities which are found to be in distress in relation to their procurement systems. The 
support is provided by deploying hands-on resources at different institutions, to be responsible for 
identifying all SCM related weaknesses and gaps with the intention of implementing sustainable SCM reforms.

Public Private Partnerships (PPP): The Public Private Partnerships (PPP) Unit will continue to build capacity in 
departments and municipalities in identifying and managing PPP projects. Both the Contract Review and Exit 
Strategy for the Inkosi Albert Luthuli Central Hospital (IALCH) concession contract has been completed, and the unit 
is assisting the Department of Health in implementing the recommendation of both reports.

This unit is also assisting with the ILembe Siza Water Concession. The former Borough of Dolphin Coast entered 
into a concession agreement with Siza Water Proprietary Limited (Siza Water) for the supply of water and 
sanitation services to a defined concession area within the municipality. The PPP unit will do 
the assessment of this project and continue to advise on it. The PPP unit will also advise the 
City of uMhlathuze on its proposed PPP in relation to waste water treatment and its reuse.

Programme 4: Internal Audit – R166.345 Million (Up From R144.555 Million In 2018/19):  

The baseline increase of 15% is a rectification of historical underfunding for the internal audit unit in the
province. The increase was based on an analysis of the approved 3 year internal audit plan of the province.

Assurance Services: The unit managed to complete 180 audit projects in the 2018/19 financial year. The 
core focus in the 2019/20 financial is to execute audits on identified and prioritized business activities of 
departments and transversal audits including transfer payments, asset management, SCM audits, contracts 
management, performance information and human resource audits.

Risk and Advisory Services: The Risk and Advisory Services is a sub-component of the Internal Audit Programme. 
The Unit is tasked with supporting provincial departments, public entities and municipalities on risk management 
and governance-related matters. A Provincial Risk Management Framework will be rolled out to all provincial 
departments during the 2019/20 financial year. This will assist the Department in aligning the CURA Risk 
Management Information System to the revised Provincial Risk Management Framework, and rolling out the system 
to all provincial departments.

Forensic Services: Four hundred and seventeen (417) investigation requests were received by the unit for the period 
December 2009 to 31 March 2019 from provincial departments, public entities, and municipalities. Approximately 
80% of the investigation requests received were investigated and completed. Those  that  warranted  criminal  
investigation   were   referred   to   the   law   enforcement   agencies   for   further investigation.   The   remaining   
20%   of   alleged   corruption   and   fraud   cases   r eported   are   currently   under    investigation.

Programme 5: Municipal Financial Management – R63.893 Million (Up From R63.709 Million 2018/19)

The Municipal Finance Management Programme consists of 4 sub-programmes, namely Programme Support, 
Municipal Budget, Municipal Accounting and Reporting as well as the Municipal Support Programme. A fifth 
sub-programme, Revenue and Debt Management will be phased in from 2020/21 over the MTEF period. The 
sub-programme will assist and provide identified municipalities with technical guidance on revenue and debt 
management. 
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Procurement Forum 

MEC Ravi Pillay and Provincial Treasury Senior Managers attended a Proudly South African Public Sector Procurement 
Forum. The purpose of the Forum was to encourage government to buy locally produced goods  to  boost   the  economy  
and  create  more jobs. 
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MEC Ravi Pillay was among thousands who participated in this year's edition of the Mandela 
Marathon in Howick. The Finance MEC completed the 10km leg of the race which started at the 
Howick Sportgrounds. He was greeted with loud cheers as he crossed the finish line at the 
Mandela Capture Site. Several staff members from the Provincial Treasury also participated in the race.

Mandela marathon 2019
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Women’s Month Event continues from Page 1
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Women’s Month Event continues from Page 1
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Women’s Month Event continues from Page 1


